U ndoubtedly Spain's most classical and timeless
music, flamenco is an intrinsic part of Spanish
culture and life, and for many people it symbeolises
the authentic image of Spain. No ong’s really sure
where it originates from or when the first notes were
heard, but its roots almost certainly lie in emblematic
Andalucia, brought here by Romany gypsies travelling

from Eastern Europe and India in the late Xvill

century. The essence of flamenco is its expression of
personal lament or protest and the gypsies fiery
melodies and haunting hyncs quickly epraptured the
local people. The injustices and oppression suffered
by the gypsies, and so movingly expressed in their
songs, were readily adopted by Andalucia's poor and
landless peasants who saw their own misfortunes
reflected in the music

For years, flamenco was confined to private circles
and homes uptil the mid XX century when
were established and flamenco
came out onto the streets of Southern Spain.
Flamenco academies were formed in the histonc
cties of Jerez, Cadiz and Sevilla, yet it wasn't really
until the 1970s that it made the big time and
became one of Spain’s (and Europe’s) most iconic
forms of culture.

Hlamenco caf

Flamenco consists of music complemented by song
and/or dance, and one of its essential ingredients is
the accompaniment of the Spanish classical guitar,
providing a magical background, sometimes hushed
and discreet, and at others wild and frenzied, to the
dance or song. Spain has many rmagestro guitar
players, among them Manolo Sanldcar, Tomatito and
Paco de lLuda - recently awarded the Prince of
Asturias Prize for Arts n recognition of his vast
contributions to the Spanish music scene. Their
magnificent performances are unmissable treats and
their prowess on the six-stringed instrument
vertable music to the ears.

oy] ¥ o

d

o

UOISSE










