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100 a place in the sun




icture this: you're relaxing by an azure

pool set in verdant gardens splashed

with vivid colour and tropical palms,

COr imagine chilling cut under a rustic

summer pergola, sipping a glass or two

of the local vino as you leok down on
your acres of cicrus and olive groves. Whe can resist
the romantle atcracran of exotic-sounding names
like hibiscus, bougainvilles, jacaranda and oleander?

But maintaining a perfect garden or orchard in the

s isn't easy — behind the long green lawns and
sparkling pools are hours of work and a fair bit of hard-
earned money. When buying a home abroad, consider
carefully the financial and tme implications of taking
on a property with land or a large garden and pool. It
might be cheaper and easier to consider the alternatives,

Not a cloud in the sky

Many of the places favoured by Brits for an oversess

property benefit from a Mediterranean chimate — that is,

hot, dry summers and mild, wet winters. This is true noe

only of European countries fike Greece, Ialy and Spain

but also of California, South Africa and parts of Auseralia,
This is the tdeal climate for sun worshippers, but it's
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ARE A LOVELY WELL-TENDED GARDEN AND

A PRISTINE TURQUOISE POOL ON YOUR WISH
LIST? WELL, IF YOU WANT TO MAKE THE MOST
OF YOUR OPEN SPACES, YOU NEED TO KEEP AN
EYE ON YOUR CHEMICAL BALANCE AND KNOW
YOUR HOSTAS FROM YOUR HIBISCUS
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need intensive watering, which Is hard work and can be
expensive. Automartic irrigation and sprinkler systems = s i
take some of the work away, but they're costly to install - . r -
and use gallons of possibly expensive warer. What's . =4 j
mare, it times of drought — a frequent phenomena in
many hot countries — vou aren’t allowed to use tham,

Cn the plus side, they keep the garden well warered,
allowing you to sit back and take it easy Instead of
trudging around with a heavy watering can,

A cheaper — and greener — solution is to turm your
plot of lard into a genuine Mediterranean garden (see
‘Na waoter? No problzm’ on previous page). Avoid thirsty
greenery such as shallow-rooting shrubs and lawns.
While a verdant lawn is attractive, i isn't easy to keep
the ugly brown parches at bay in the summer so think
about replacing it with decking, gravel ar mulch
— much easier to lock after and just as striking,

Choose deap-roating trees and cnes offering plenty
of cooling shade such as citrus trees and pines. In sitting

areas, train vines and creepers over pergolas — they « Alot of people want a property with a swimming poal. Not only does it allow you and
loze their leaves in the winter allowing the sun to get your guests to cool off in the heat but it's also a plus when it comes to attracting
through, but their large leaves provide @ welcome - tenants - many latting agents refuse to take on properties without pools, But it's one
respite from the summer heat. - thing to own a pool and quite another to keep It In erystal-clear condition.
-~ Pool maintenance is easy in the winter when an occasional clean and top-up of
A helping hand - chemicals is enough. But once the bathing season starts, so does the hard work. Weekly
If you buy a property with a large garden and wantto - pool chores include cleaning {twice a wesk In very hot weather), checking chemical
keep it green and tidy, you have several options. The - lavels and topping-up the water — pool water evaporates surprisingly quickly.
cheapest is to look after It yourself, but this may not be - If you live in your property, you can keep an eye on the pool and probably maintain it
practical. If you don’t live in the property, you'll need - yourself, If you don't fancy cleaning it TR
to visic it often to keep the garden under control — -~ manually, buy an automatiz cleaner that pal
plants have a habit of growing wild when left - snakes its way round the bottom while !
to their own devices. . yourelaxona lounger.
Even if vou do visit frequently, you need to - If you're not at home, you need the
think about whether you want to spend your - services of an expert. Some gardening
time cutting, pruning and weeding. - services companies and gardeners look
An easier option is 1o leave your grounds after pools and it's usually cheaper to
in the capable hands of a local gardener - employ one person to maintain both
who can either help out with the *heavy” -~ your garden and pool, but gardeners
chores, like cutting the lawn and hedges, -~ don't always have the know-how. Pool

or take care of the whole garden, - specialists are the experts and can sort

. out any problems and repairs. Ask
around for personal recommendations
and get quotes for monthly maintenance
= oosts usually start at €50 (£35).






