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possible about the place vou're moving to,
so you know what to expect: subscribe to
local papers, read guide books and relocation
guides, and use the Interncr, dropping in to
the many expat chat and forum-rocms.

Take 1 course in Spanish. English i
widely spoken in many parts of Spain, but
not by everyone. If vou can speak some
Spanish you'll feel less helpless and local
people will warm o you more.

T start with: it's better to rent a property
than buy one serasght away. You can get a
feel for the place without making an
expensive commitment — and if vou don't
like the area you can easily move elsewhere,

Don't burn all vour bridges. If you can,
keep a UK property unnl you'te sure Spain
15 the place for you. Its comforting to
ktiow you've got an escape moute, even if
vou don't plan to use it. People who sell up

136 a place in the sun

and cut all ties with home often feel even
more trapped in Spain,

Reelocate to somewhere with good flight
connections o your home town so you can
pop back easily and cheaply if vou want to.
Alicante and Malaga have the best range,

Keep vour expectatons realistic, The
Costa Blanca and Costa del Sol have
wonderful climages — most of the year. But
it can [and does) pour for days at a dme
in winter, and many properties don't have
central heating and are cold and damp.

The summer months can be satlingly hot.

Make an cxtra effort to get out and mest
peaple. Join a local club or sociery — there
are plenty on the popular Costas — or the
Parenes® Association at your childrens local
schoal, or sign up at the local sports club.

Be as flexsble as possible and my to
accept unusual and frustrating aspects of

Spanish life. Allow for the fact thar meadaa
can mean any tme i the fomre — but
probably not tomormow! Accept the fact
that red tape 15 frustrating for everyone,
including Spaniards — you can save vourself
tine and stress by paying a gestor to sort it
our. Take a lare lunch and siesta too — leave
the chores for the cooler evening,

Meanwhile, make the most of what Spain
has to offer — join i the local fiestas, arrmnge
day trips cut to the spectacular countryside
and bresthtaking cities, and take in local
culture at shows and exhibitnons.

Finally, give yourself dme to fully adape —
think in terms of months rather than weeks
— and, most of all, enjoy it. ;Suerie!
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