wiwy brtishaireays.com} and Alr Malta
(845 BOT 3700, weanwalrmalta.com) fly
fram Landon Gatwick ta Catania. Alitalia
(BAT0 544 8253 wnw.alitalia.cn.uk) offers
iredirect flights from Londen te Palermo via
e ar Milan,

RDAD It is passible to drive ta Sicily by
taking the femy from Daver ta Calais —

fry SeaFrance (08705711 711,
weiw,seafranca ook, Hoverspeed

\0870 240 BIT0; woow. hoverspeed. co.k)
ar PR Fervies (D4705 202 020;

whnw, pederries.com) — of use the

Channel Tunnel {08705 35 35 35
www.eurctunnel.com] . Fram Cafaks take the
E15 1o Lyon, and then follow the 432743 o
Turin, fallewed by the AB 1o Genaa. Fram
here yoau can take a femy to Palermo with
Grimaldi Lines (+35 081496111,
wweaLgrimaloi napoiif)

RAILTGY traing run from Parls 1 Milan, and
from here ES Rall rrs sendees 10 Regoio
Calabria. Contact Rail Europe (08705
243848; wani raileurope.co.uk) for 28
detaits and coste. Grimaldi Lines (+38 081
285111, warw.grimaldi.napoll i) offers &
fermy semvice from Reqggio Calabria to Sidly.
COACH Eurolines {08705 143215
warvi.euralines.caml run sendces 1o Palermao
and Catanla.
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the Ttalian jet-set and foreign properey buyers.
Palermo, the largese city and an important sea port,
is the island’s capital and main population centre,

The often snow-capped Mrt Etna {3,350m), just
north of Catania, dominates the island’s landscape
and this still-active volcano = eruptions canse
numerous earch tremors and destroyed the ski resort
in 2002 —is Sicily’s main focal poine. Relling hnlls,
home to rypically Mediterranean olive and citrus
groves and vineyards, make up central Sacily, while
the northeastern corner boasts lush forests. Much of
the coastdine is rugged, bue with some excellent
beaches, many of them wirtually undiscovered —
those in Taormina province and in the Gulf of
Castellammare are particularly beautiful. The island
claims no less than eight UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, found i the provinees of Palermo, Rlagusa
and Syracuse.

Perched high on a hillside awash with
bougamwillaea and overlooking the sea is the
magnificent town of Thormina, popular with the
English aristocracy in the 19th centory and still a
much-favoured relocation spot., It has several
notable monuments, an impressive medieval quarter
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itnpressive temples and fortresses, provides tangible
evidence of the strong Greek influence on the
island, and the elegant sandstone cities of Noto,
Oriygia and Syracuse offer 2 wealth of stunning
medieval monuments and warm, welcoming
people. This corner of Sicily is dpped by foreign

“The picture-postcard town of
Cefalls is referred to as one of
the Mediterranean’s jewels”

haome buyers as the ‘new Tuscany’ = property is
equally beautiful, but at a fiaction of the price and
with views of Africal

Ragusa province, to the west of Syracuse, s
Sicily’s smallest province, but probably the most
authentically Sicilian, and one of the least known to
foreign buyers, although it boasts its fair share of
attractive resorts, such as Marina di Riagusa and
Marina di Modica, as well as some of the sland’s
quietest and cleanest beaches.

The picture-postcard town of Cefald, often
referred to as one of the Mediterranean’s jewels, sits

Beautiful Sicily has been off the foreign property buyer's radar, but that's all set to change







